
MUGS & MATTERS 11am on Wednesday 

Coffee/Conversation at Nook and Cranny, come visit us. We 

would love your input into our random topics amongst 
friends. 
 

Prayer Requests 
-Please continue to pray for Ukraine and for all victims and 
survivors of gun violence in our country. 

 
 

2023 Administrative Office Hours: 

Monday 10-1 Terrin, Pastor Susan   Parish House 
Tuesday 10-1 Pastor Susan     Parish House 

Wednesday 10-1 Pastor Susan     Nook & Cranny 
 

 
CONGO Safe Zone News: 

We have opened and continuing to renovate as we go. We are now 
planning to take part in Heritage Days with an information booth 
and a fundraiser garage sale. We will also be having a joint 
fundraiser musical event with Our Savior’s later this year. 
Contact Pastor Susan for volunteer opportunities or a “needs list.” 
 
 
 

 OUR CONTACT INFO:                                                                                

Website: www.congregationalucc.net                                           

Pastor Susan: Phone: 507-236-0725 (texts preferred) 

Pastor Susan Email: lesterclear@hotmail.com                      

Office Phone: 507-334-5910  
Office Email: uccfaribo@gmail.com 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 10 am SUNDAYS  

We meet in the chapel and serve coffee and treats after the 

service. As always, we are excited to see visitors-invite 
friends. 
 

THANK YOU Council Rep. Sunday Duty Servers  

APR: Joan N. 
 
 

April coffee servers 
2 Jim 

9 Easter Sunday 
16 Shirley & Chuck 
23 Jane 

30 5th Sunday Potluck 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

HAPPY April Birthday TO: 

Cassidy Peterson  Apr 9 
Gary Kasten   Apr 18 

Jane Ketterling  Apr 18 
Ben Favro   Apr 24 
 

http://www.congregationalucc.net/
mailto:lesterclear@hotmail.com
mailto:uccfaribo@gmail.com


ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Thank you everyone for your contributions to the church 

roof fund. We are continuing to take donations, if you 
would like to give a special donation, just write “roof” in the 

memo. You generosity is very much appreciated! 
 
Updated Church Roof Fund: Total donations to date is at 

$34,193. Our goal is $56,050. 

 
 
COMING UP: 

-May 7, Sunday, Cinco de Mayo celebration at Parish House 
-May 14, Sunday, Worship at Pleasant View 

-May 15-18, Pastor Susan at Preaching Festival in MPLS 
-May 28, Sunday, Strengthen the Church Special Offering 
 

 
_______________________________________________ 

WE STRIVE TO FOLLOW JESUS. WE WELCOME PEOPLE  
WITHOUT EXCEPTION ON THIS JOURNEY OF FAITH.  

(Congregational Mission Statement) 

 

 

VIEW FROM THE BACK PEW: 
 

Thomas replied, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands,  
put my finger in the wounds left by the nails, and put my  

hands into his side, I won’t believe.” (John 20:25b) 
 

Thomas must have been a logical man-seeing is believing after all. I 
have to say that I don’t blame him at all. Many times people have 
tried to convince me that ghosts exist, but I have maintained 
through all of these conversations that, simply stated, “I’ll change 
my mind when I see one.” 
 

The poor guy gets a bad rap. Not one of the disciples believed until 
they saw Jesus-even the two that saw the empty tomb. The hint is 
that they were all huddled in a locked building afraid. Interestingly, 
the original ten disciples were social distancing for another eight 
days after Jesus appeared. They needed two encounters to really 
believe. Now who are the doubters? 
 

Thomas also embraced his relationship of vulnerability with Jesus. 
His demand to touch would set off alarms in our heads today. Scars 
are hidden in our culture. Physical and emotional scars are seen as 
weaknesses and we have trouble allowing people in to really see 
what we carry with us in our minds. To really know Jesus is to feel 
his words and his sacrifices for ourselves. We live in a world of fear 
and pain despite the immense privilege we possess. 
 

Meeting the living Jesus once again set the disciples free from their 
fear. However, followers of the faith today do not get the benefit of 
a living breathing Jesus, so we must rely on his teachings and our 
feelings to embrace our own vulnerability with those around us.  
 

So I can say with honesty that I believe in the teachings of Jesus. I 
believe in how I feel when I enact those teachings out in the world. I 
believe in the hospitality my church produces in this community. I 
believe that when I walk with others and open myself up despite all 
my fears of vulnerability, I am embracing the living Christ.  
 
 

 


